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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 171 


[Abstract:] Desires information in reference to U.S. Coins. 

Sweney Cabinet Works 
Thos. W. Sweney 

Manf’g Jeweler, Designer and Engraver 
Reading, Pa., 

June 16, 1891 

Director of the U.S. Mint 

Dr Sir: - 


Desiring some official information in reference to U.S coins I concluded to address you 
regarding the same. 

I have always knew it was against the laws of the United States to deface a coin and 
attempt to pass it or use it, but I was informed that there had been a new law passed prohibiting 
the defacing of any coin at all. We have been for some years polishing off gold and silver coins 
and engraving monograms &c thereon and am aware that there is a large amount of money 
destroyed every year which necessitates the coinage of other money to take the place of that 
destroyed which should not be. 

You will therefore inform me if such a law has been passed and at what date, also what 
the penalty is attached thereto. 

Said information will be thankfully received 


Yours Resp 
Thos. W. Sweney 



